AAAS 218


AAAS 218

BLACK URBAN EXPERIENCE
Spring 2006

Instructor: Dr. D. Mitchell



Office Hours: M & W, 8:45A-10:30A
Office:  486 University Hall




           & by appointment

Ph. 292-3700





E-Mail <Mitchell.2@osu.edu

Home: 478-5138

Course Description:  This course will examine the development of urbanization and its impact on African Americans. Our focus will be the pattern of extensive and persistent segregation which has characterized Black urban communities in U.S. cities throughout the twentieth century and appears likely to continue well into the new millennium.  How did this pattern of ghettoization come about?  How is this pattern maintained in the post-civil rights era?  Research has found a strong link between this pattern of urban concentration and isolation and the nature and quality of African American social relationships, behavior, economics, and identity.  This typically hostile urban environment has had devastating consequences for Blacks living in cities across the nation.  

Course Objectives:
· Acquaint the students with the history of Black urbanization in the U.S.
· To understand the impact of the physical environment and macro-structural forces on social behavior and individual behavior
· Students to consider how their own communities of residence have shaped their life chances, dreams for the future, and racial and individual identity
Required Texts:
Elijah Anderson, Code of the Street: Decency, Violence, and the Moral Life of the Inner City,

W.W. Norton & Co. 1999

David Hilfiker, M.D., Urban Injustice: How Ghettos Happen  Seven Stories Press, 2002

Collie Brown, Blacks Need Not Apply,  Claystone Press, 2005 

Course Requirements:
Attendance will be taken each class period.  You are allowed two unexcused absences; each additional unexcused absence will result in the loss of 3 points from your final grade.  Quiz dates are indicated on the course outline.  Quizzes will cover the assigned readings.  Only students with excused absences will be allowed to make up quizzes. 
Class attendance and participation

10%

Two quizzes




20%

Midterm




25%

Take-Home Final



45%





          100%

The final will be comprehensive.

UNIVERSITY POLICIES

Academic Misconduct
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct whenever committed: illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 33356-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp
Disability Services
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office of Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office of Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue. Telephone number 292-3307, TDD 292-0901, e-mail <http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu> 

Course Outline

Mon
March 27
Introduction: overview of the course, lecture/discussion 
Wed
March 29
NO CLASS,  Hilfiker, vii-x & Ch 1 
Mon
Apr 3

Hilfiker--Chs 2, 3, 4.  Lecture/discussion
Wed
Apr 5

Hilfiker--Chs 5, 6.  Lecture/discussion
Mon
Apr 10

 Hilfiker--Ch 7;  Brown--Chs 1, 2.  Lecture/discussion
Wed
Apr 12

Brown--Ch 3.  Lecture/discussion

Quiz over readings, to include reading for today.
Mon
Apr 17

Brown--Chs 4, 5, 6, 7.  Lecture/discussion
Wed
Apr 19

Brown--Chs 8, 9, 10, 11.  Lecture/discussion
Mon
Apr 24

Midterm

Wed 
Apr 26

Brown—Chs 12, 13.  Lecture/discussion
Mon
May 1

Brown—Chs 14, 15, 16. Lecture/discussion
Wed
May 3

Anderson—Ch 1.  Lecture /discussion
Mon
May 8

Anderson—Ch 2.  Lecture/discussion
Wed
May 10
Anderson—Ch. 3. Quiz (30 min.)  Lecture/discussion
Mon 
May 15
Anderson—Ch 4.  Lecture/discussion
Wed
May 17
Anderson—Ch 5.  Lecture/discussion
Mon
May 22
Anderson—Ch 6.  Lecture/discussion
Wed
May 24
Anderson—Ch 7.  Lecture/discussion;  Pass out take-home exam
 







    questions

Mon
May 29
No Class, Memorial Day

Wed 
May 31
Anderson—Conclusion.  Lecture/discussion



Final exam due.  Bring to University Hall, room 486 

    between 8:00A and 2:00P
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